KPA Bursary Scheme Award 2015 Report
Recipient: Robin Hadley (PhD: defended)
Event: The British Society of Gerontology 44th Annual Conference 1st – 3rd July, 2015. NewcastleUpon-Tyne.

The British Society of Gerontology Annual Conference is an international event that draws high
profile individuals from not only academia but also from policy, practice, third and fourth sector
organisations, and private enterprises. The theme of this year's conference was ‘Ageing in
changing times: challenges and future prospects’. My research into the lived experience of older
childless men fitted perfectly and both my abstracts were accepted – one for a poster a
presentation and the other for an oral presentation. I applied for a KPA bursary and was fortunate
to be awarded a sum that covered the cost of the ‘early bird’ conference and accommodation fees.
In addition to acknowledging the KPA by incorporating the KPA logo on the poster and slides I also
tweeted my appreciation of the support the KPA had given me.
The conference programme had timetabled a specific session for the presentation of the posters
on the first afternoon of the conference. My poster focused in the challenges of recruiting male
participants in a sensitive subject. During the designated session I spoke with around 12 people on
both the specific and the general details of my study. Two delegates from Canada, one from The
University of British Columbia, Vancouver, and the other from The Université de Sherbrooke,
Québec, were interested in the strategies I deployed. Other parties were interested in discussing
their own and wider familial experience.
My oral presentation was the second of four in ‘Parallel Session 7’ on the 3rd July: 11.00am 12.30pm. The audience of 20 or so consisted of a wide range of delegates: professors,
practitioners, members of the U3A, and post-graduates. My talk on the social networks of
involuntarily childless older men was well received. However, the only question asked required an
in-depth reply that prevented any others being asked. Nonetheless, at the end of the session I
discussed the implications of my research with three people and exchanged contact details with
delegates from The University of Hertfordshire and The University of Swansea respectively. I
provided A4 copies of the poster and other study related material with the majority being taken
over the course of the conference.
In summary the KPA bursary helped develop my presentation skills, directly enabled the
dissemination of my PhD research, and helped give voice to an otherwise previously unreported
population and an under researched area.
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